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As you may have noticed, the name of our newsletter has been updated! Considering

that we’ve been back at school and out of complete lockdown for a few weeks now (but

who’s to say that we’re not going back into one...), a competition was held to take  name

suggestions from staff, parents, pupils and FP’s, and the assortment received was

incredible! The team and I filtered through the options in our last meeting, and two

were shortlisted, which were then voted on by members of the senior management

team. The final pick was “The Term Times”, put forward by former pupil, Asad Jafferbhoy

(class of ‘18), which, with its punny nature and snappy alliteration, hit the mark with our

writers!  Here’s to a new era of “QuaranTimes!”  
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Nicknamed “the greyhounds of the sea”, fin whales can reach speeds of up to 46km/h. Their slender 
bodies can grow up to 80 feet in length, and due to the distinct ridge running all the way behind 
their dorsal fin, in some countries they are commonly referred to as “razorbacks”. Fin whales, like 
most whales, migrate between feeding and breeding grounds, and are rarely found in groups. They 
can consume around 2000kg every day, mostly consisting of small fish and krill. Fin whales spend 
hours each day feeding, and can take in around 70 cubic meters of water in one go, before sieving it 
out. Unfortunately, there are estimated to be around only 100,000 fin whales in the oceans these 
days, for a number of reasons. In some places they are hunted for their oil and meat, and 
recently their numbers have been greatly reduced because of whalers. This is because in the past,
Fin whaling were too fast for the boats used for whaling to capture them. But now with advanced 
technology, capturing fin whales can be done a lot more easily than before. Sadly, their numbers 
are in rapid decline, and raising awareness is paramount in the reversal of this. 
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I’m pretty sure the majority of you will have seen the timeless classic that is,

‘Mary Poppins’; however, I would doubt if many of you have seen the lesser

known, ‘Bedknobs and Broomsticks’. Let’s start with ‘Mary Poppins’. It stars

the legendary Julie Andrews and was released in 1964, going on to win

Walt Disney’s one and only Best Picture nomination at the Oscars. ‘Mary

Poppins’ is set in 1910 and centres around the Banks family, who have

trouble finding a nanny for their two rather troublesome children. We are

then thrown into a magical story where nannies are getting blown down

Cherry Tree Lane, only to reveal Mary Poppins who descends gracefully

from the sky, taking the Banks children on an adventure with Mary’s friend,

Bert, into one of his street drawings. The movie is a classic, with catchy

songs such as, ‘A Spoonful of Sugar’ and ‘Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’

(I had to look the spelling up for that one!). On the other hand, we have

‘Bedknobs and Broomsticks’ which was released 7 years after ‘Mary 

Poppins’, in 1971. There is a lot of controversy surrounding this movie

considering it has a somewhat similar plot to ‘Mary Poppins’. But,

surprisingly Walt Disney bought the rights to ‘Bedknobs and Broomsticks’

first in 1945, with the film set to release before Mary Poppins. This film

starring Angela Lansbury, best known for playing the timeless Jessica

Fletcher in ‘Murder, She Wrote’, is set during the Blitz of WW2 and tells the

story of three evacuee children who have come to the country to live 

with Eglantine Price. The children soon discover that Eglantine is a witch,

who transports them into a cartoon world by using a magical bed knob.

Later in the movie, they return to the country and encounter invading

Nazis, who are defeated by an army of ghostly suits of armour. There is one 

story told by the Sherman Brothers, the composers of the movie’s music,

that when the song ’Eglantine’ was played for Walt Disney, he fell asleep in

his chair! Sadly, the movie was shelved to make way for ‘Mary Poppins’ in

1964 and the project wasn’t brought back again until 1971. Julie Andrews

was said to have declined the role of Eglantine Price, resulting in the

casting of Angela Lansbury, a much better choice if I say so myself! Even

though ‘Mary Poppins’ may be more popular, receiving a sequel and a

stage musical adaptation, ‘Bedknobs and Broomsticks’, with incredible 

songs such as ‘The Age of Not Believing’ and ‘The Beautiful Brimy’ make it

ultimately superior. If you haven’t watched it yet, you’re missing out, for

who wouldn’t want to witness the spectacle of Mrs. Potts lying on a broom,

fighting off the Nazis!
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Over the last couple of weeks, whilst walking around the village, I have
spotted a lot of bramble bushes begin to ripen. After reading some tips

about the ripeness at which you should pick brambles, and the
corresponding texture (plump and juicy!), 2 days later, I made my way

through the village with a tub in my hand, ready to collect some brambles!
About halfway through my wander I noticed some squashed plums by the
side of the path, I looked up, and to my surprise I saw a plum tree with a

large quantity of ripe plums! Although they were quite high up, I still
managed to pluck a couple from the lower hanging branches. After I was
content with the quantity of brambles I had picked, I returned home and

gave them (and the plums) a thorough wash. That night, I made an
autumnal crumble using the brambles, plums and some apples that were
grown in my back garden. It was delicious! (Recipe coming next week!)  



Last week Mrs Ruth Baden “Justice” Ginsburg, passed away aged
87, due to pancreatic cancer complications.  Born on 15th March
1933, in Brooklyn USA, Justice Ginsburg grew up to become a
fierce advocate for women’s rights, fighting to review laws on
abortion and same-sex marriage, defending immigration, and
campaigning to improve the healthcare system. Mrs Ginsburg
unfortunately lost both her sister and mother during early
childhood. However, this didn’t stop her from going on to earn her
BA degree from Cornell University. She then continued her
education at Harvard Law School. Mrs Ginsburg, prior to her
enrollment at Harvard, became a mother and still went on to be
one of the only women on her course. She later transferred to
Columbia Law School, where she graduated joint first in her class
in 1959. Mrs Ginsburg's career quickly became very exciting, 
 where she spent much of her legal career as an advocate for
gender equality and woman’s rights, winning multiple cases before
the Supreme Court. In an interview with the New York Times, Mrs
Ginsburg commented on her delight in being asked whether she
had always wanted to be a judge by schoolchildren who would
often visit the court on day trips. In her eyes, it proved that
exceptional progress had been made in her lifetime. The outdated
stereotype in the society in which Mrs Ginsburg had grown up, had
finally begun the process of eradication. In 1973, Mrs Ginsburg
became the General Counsel of the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU). The Women's Rights Project and other ACLU projects
participated in more than 300 gender discrimination cases in just a
year. As the director of the project, Mrs Ginsburg argued six
gender discrimination cases before the Supreme Court over the
space of three years. She attained a reputation as a skilled oral
advocate, and her work led to the end of gender discrimination in
many areas of the law. Throughout her lifetime she supported male
widows; changed the difference in age restrictions (determined by
gender); enforced the validity of female jury duty; co-authored the
first casebook on sex discrimination and so much more. The world
would most definitely be a completely different place without her
acts of justice, and there is so much to learn from the legacy that
she leaves behind. Rest In Peace, Justice Ginsburg

This romance novel is brilliant to

read whilst sitting in the sun in

your garden. It’s a feel-good

book with heart-wrenching plot

twists. It’s one the books where

you can guess the ending

almost straight away, but that

doesn’t take away any of the 

enjoyment of reading it. The

main characters, Laurie and

Jamie, will instantly capture your

heart. However, this book is not

just a romance. It explores

different types of relationships,

and how one is not necessarily 

 better than other. Long-term

relationships do not always end

happily ever after. Being

spontaneous, trusting your heart

and taking a leap of faith can

also work. It also looks at

friendships, the danger of

gossiping and parental

relationships. Throughout the

book you learn the definition of

cheating, and when is it no

longer innocent; and you can

find many parallels within your

own life with personalities of

certain characters. I really

enjoyed this book, so if you read

it, tell me how you find it!
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There have been many new developments on the COVID-19
front in the past week or two, and I’m here to address some of
the rumours. Last Friday, Boris Johnson stated that the U.K. is
‘now seeing a second wave’ of the virus and so new restrictions
have come into place. Regardless, Nicola Sturgeon has stated
that she is determined on keeping schools open, so don’t be
expecting any closures any time soon.

 The school has yet to receive further guidance from the
government on increased restrictions in response to these
announcements. Although cases are said to be rising sharply,
Dundee is continuing to have very low case numbers, with only
one person infected on Monday and none the days before.
Cases have mostly been rising among the 18-30yr old group,
perhaps linked to returns to university. As for exams, in terms of
when and if they will go ahead, the SQA has not yet issued an
official statement. However, reportedly, one will be issued soon,
just before the October break. So even though newspapers have
been claiming that National 5s may not go ahead this year, this
has yet to be confirmed by the SQA.

EDITOR’S NOTE

happy
friday!
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Since our return to
school, Sahar
Jafferbhoy has

taken up the post
of Deputy  Editor of
“QuaranTimes“, (or
should I say, “The
Term Times”!) and
to say that she has

risen to the
challenge would be

an
understatement!
Our Wednesday

and Thursday
nights are spent
formatting the

publication, and
tweaking articles

from our talented
group of

columnists, but the
feeling of pride

when each edition
is released is

simply unmatched
:’)


